
 

Both Jack's parents were outstanding scientists, who had been carrying out research in order to 

investigate the possibility of travelling in time. Although they knew that the investigation would be 

no piece of cake, neither of them was prepared to throw in the towel. And that's how they managed 

to successfully create the very first time machine, a unique device that would allow humans to 

violate the natural flux of time.  

Naturally, they were given the Nobel prize for Physics. Yet, in the ceremony something odd 

occurred. When they were about to use it for the first time, an intense light dazzled every single 

person in the room. Everyone that is except for Jack. By chance, he had brought his sunglasses to the 

ceremony, so he wasn't dazzled by the light. And he could clearly see all that had happened: a 

strange figure had emerged from the spotlight, which suddenly approached the prize-winning 

scientists and stabbed them. Then, the lights went out and, immersed in chaos, people started to 

scream. When the lights came back on again, the two bodies had disappeared. But the time machine 

was still there. 

Jack had suddenly lost his parents, and didn't even have the opportunity to react. The scientific 

community became concerned about the dangers involving the time machine. Therefore, they 

decided to offer Jack the possibility of being given the time machine back, in memory of his dead 

missing parents. So Jack agreed to be given back the machine. 

He didn't actually know what to do with such a dangerous machine. Should he destroy it, keep it as a 

souvenir of his parents or... use it to save his parents? Then it dawned on him; he would be able to 

use it to save them: that was the solution! It took him a few days to learn how the machine worked, 

but eventually he got the hang of it. 

Despite having second thoughts, he decided to travel back to the day of the ceremony, so that he 

would be able to protect his parents from the murderer. Then, submerged in the tides of time, he 

arrived at the ceremony. There, he asked his parents to come back in time with him, otherwise they 

would be killed. 

 



 

The parents, shocked by the fact that his son had traveled in time to let them know that they were at 

risk, decided to trust him. And thus they traveled back in time. 

That was the last straw that broke the camel's back: Jack had changed his past, he had changed the 

course of history. From the Jack of the past's point of view, even though his parents hadn't been 

killed, they had been kidnapped (since they had suddenly vanished into thin air). In consequence, the 

Jack of the past decided to use the time machine to prevent his parents from being kidnapped. He 

travelled in time, and arrived at the ceremony. When he saw a boy (who actually looked like him) 

trying to kidnap his parents, he stabbed him. 

As a result of being stabbed, Jack couldn't save his parents from the initial murderer, who, in no time 

at all, appeared surrounded by an intense light and tried to kill his parents. However, Jack (the one 

who had stabbed the other Jack) was still there, and tried to stop the murderer. They fought until 

eventually Jack was pushed and the time machine was unintentionally activated; the parents, the 

murderer and Jack were transported to the initial day of the ceremony. 

After Jack fearing the fact that it all would turn out to be an endless cycle (as they would constantly 

be travelling in time), they all agreed to take the final step: they approached Jack to steal his 

sunglasses, so that when the murderer came Jack wouldn't be able to see anything (he would be 

dazzled by the light), therefore he would think it was nothing but an accident, and thus wouldn't 

travel in time. They concluded that it would be the ideal solution (in order not to get stuck in time). 

Sure enough, Jack couldn't see what happened; he didn't know why his parents had disappeared. The 

scientific community thought it had been an accident, and decided to give Jack the time machine (in 

memory of his parents). Nevertheless, he never used it, and the natural flux of time returned to its 

normal rhythm. The only question is: who was the initial murderer? Perhaps a Jack from the distant 

future? 


